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From the Editor
I had hoped, by turning to my Britannica, to find a tie
between St. Valentine's Day and the Christian faith. I
did and I didn't.
St. Valentine's Day seems to be intended to honor two
saints of the same name, both of whom suffered martyrdom.
So far, so good. But then as I read on I learned that the
day observed as a lover's festival has no relation to the
martyred saints by that name.
In spite of my failure, I will not be deterred in using this
day, dedicated to love, to remind us again that God is on
the side of love. We do well to understand love in the
biblical sense and to support this biblical love in our relationships and especially in marriage and the home.
John Drescher, who has written with much insight and
feeling in respect to home, family and marriage, is the
author of the book Now Is the Time to Love. The first
article is an adaptation from a chapter of this book.
One of the most encouraging aspects of our denominational life is the commitment of our young men to a
pastoral ministry. Not all of the men looking forward to a
pastoral ministry take seminary training, nor do all who
attend seminary remain in a pastoral setting. But the fact
that nine men are currently taking seminary training in a
degree program and that this number, or more, expect to
be in training in 1975-1976, indicates that our young men
have not lost faith in the Brethren in Christ nor in the
congregational ministry.
Messiah College's role in preparing men for a pastoral
ministry is highlighted on pages six and seven.
Let me call your attention to the 20th anniversary of the
Upland Christian Light Bookstore (page sixteen) and
congratulate Stan and Anna Myrl Long on this landmark
in tne life of the Christian Light Bookstores' ministry.
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The Board for Missions reports that the 1974 budget of
$490,000 has been met with contributions from the
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Editorial

Building Good Marriages
O N C E UPON A TIME it was something we read about
in the newspaper. Not so long ago it was something that
happened to friends of our friends. Now it is our friends
and those of our own families.
This has been the history of divorce and the Brethren in
Christ.
Our response to this can be hand-wringing, breastbeating, and doomsaying. All the while we decry this
tragic trend it continues. As the fabled king who attempted
to halt the incoming tide by his command we seem to be no
more successful in reversing the decline in the status of
marriage in our society.
I am concerned about the status of marriage in society.
But I am more concerned about the future of marriage
within the Christian community. We can no longer assume
that society's attitude towards marriage will be the
traditional Christian attitude nor that the social influence
will be supportive of a biblical marriage.
It may well be that one of the distinguishing marks of
the Christian and the Christian church of the next
generation will be the maintenance of a biblical marriage
and home in contrast to society's marital patterns.
This will not come easy. The influences to the contrary
will be subtle and strong. We need to avail ourselves of the
resources which are at our disposal.
Good marriages foster good marriages. If children are
witnesses to a good marriage and share in the benefits,
they are well on the way to establishing a good marriage.
If they see forgiveness asked and granted, respect given
and common courtesies expressed, they will have
memories that will support them in their own marriages.
It is necessary to remind ourselves that children are not
puppets. They have a freedom which defies conditioning.
In spite of the love of the parents, the influence of the
church, and the grace of God, some take their own way.
They will make their own mistakes — some very tragic
and far reaching. This has happened among the readers of
this editorial. In many of these cases enough tears have
been shed, more than enough questions asked, and much
heart searching done. It is, in these cases, time for parents,
friends, and the church to be redemptive rather than
recriminatory.
But the principle still holds. Youth who sense love and
who feel secure in their family setting will be less likely to
rush into impulsive and ill-advised marriages. When there
is love and discipline between parent ana child and love
and respect between husband and wife the foundation for a
satisfactory marriage by the children is already being laid.
As we view with real concern the deterioration of
marriage in our society our most telling response will be to
make our own marriage one which reflects the virtues that
God intended.
Our homes need all the help they can get. Our marriages
need support. Here is where the church comes in.
The church needs to keep before each generation the
biblical understanding of marriage. Marriage — with its
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life-long commitment between a man and a woman — is
not a burden imposed by an outdated code. It is God's
pattern for man and woman's welfare and true happiness.
It is the setting in which love matures and two lives
complement each other. It is the setting where children
find the needed care and security; where maleness and
femaleness, both and each, contribute to the development
of the child.
The church should make more of the sacredness and
significance of the marriage vows. The church setting for a
wedding should be more than a tradition. In this setting
vows are taken before God and in the presence of the
congregation.
This emphasis upon the sacredness of the marriage vows
not only has meaning for the couple taking them. The
service reminds the several generations witnessing these
vows of their significance. Marriage will thus be seen as
more then a social institution and a legal convenience. It
will be recognized as a divinely ordained plan.
The church has been concerned about its ministry to the
divorced and remarried. It has wrestled with the issues
which remarriage brings. If we take God's plan seriously
we will not wait to be redemptive until persons become the
victims of divorce. The church should be supportive for the
health of the marriage. It is not only remarriage following
divorce that is sinful. Divorce and any violation of the
vows are sin. Whatever violates the vows taken or the
promises made or the trust placed is sin. Married couples
and the church need to recognize this and not wait to cry
"sin" until the marriage has gone to pieces.
In spite of all the resources available in home and
church the success of a marriage will ultimately rest with
the couple themselves. Nothing will bring stability to a
marriage like vows taken without reservation. There can
be no fine print in the marriage contract. There can be no
escape clause.
The current atmosphere does not lend itself to this type
of marriage commitment. It is generally assumed that if
love dies the vows are no longer binding. Romantic love is
an important ingredient in a marriage. It should surely be
present on the wedding day: It should be nurtured in the
days and years which follow. But it is not strong enough to
hold a marriage together.
Faithfulness is the foundation of marriage. When this is
understood we have the opportunity to build a marriage
which produces love in its many splendored expressions.
I know a minister who in his counseling sessions asks of
the young couple "How long do you expect to be
married?" Unless couples have thought seriously about
this and until they can give an answer of life-long
commitment they are building a marriage on the sand. The
chances of its fall are very great. But when a marriage is
based on a life-long commitment there a foundation is
present which can withstand the buffeting of the storms
and will be sufficiently stable to permit the building of a
wholesome marriage.
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When There $ Love at Home
John Drescher
O U R MARRIAGE was about to
break up," wrote a woman some time
ago. "I didn't love John. Then I began
to ask, 'How would I act if I did love
my husband?" I consciously began
learning his likes and dislikes. I preared his favorite dishes. I joined in
is hobbies. I bought surprises to put
in his lunch. Now I love him with all
my heart.
"But my biggest reward came the
other day when our teenager said,
'Mom, I'm lucky!' 'Oh,' I answered,
'Why?' 'Because you and Dad love
each other. You'd be surprised how
many kids have parents who fight and
quarrel most of the time.' "
Marriage is planned by God to be
the interlocking of two lives in love for
life. The wedding ceremony proclaims what God has produced
through love. And there is no end to
the possibilities of love.
Love, though much discussed, is
difficult to define. There is a real sense
in which only "love comprehendeth
love." Further, there is much mix-up
between "reel" love, which is a sorry
mixture of selfishness and impurity
covered over with a thick layer of
purple passion, and real love, which
does not bargain for itself but only
begs to bless the other.
True love is more a matter of the
will than of the emotion. Therefore,
the Scripture can command us to love.
God can say, "Husbands, love your
wives. Wives, respect your husbands." The person who says he can
no longer love is really confessing he
lacks the will to love. Also "love is
often the fruit of marriage" in the
words of Moliere, as much as the root
of marriage. One who spoke from a
lifetime of family love said, "Love is
what you've been through with somebody."
Love Needs Nurture
Many marriage partners ought to
learn all over again the practice of
doing nice things for each other,
without any reason or fanfare. Just do
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The writer, author of numerous books and
articles, is now a pastor in Scottdale, Pennsylvania.

something out of love with no thought
of return and see what happens.
You see, love must be cultivated to
grow and this is a delicate process. It is
nourished on the milk of human kindness. It flourishes on the common
courtesies of thoughtful care. It ripens
with mutual respect and reverence.
Love cannot coast on past momentum. Without constant cultivation and
nourishment it dies. In fact, if love
does not mature it will prove insufficient. And maturing love is simply
faithfulness in carrying out the daily
duties and delights promoted by concern for another.
A major part in maturing love is
what might be called the "give and
take" of love. Most of us realize it
takes effort to "give" love. Too few
make real effort to "take" love.
Bernie Wiebe, in a pamphlet on
family living entitled When Opinions
Differ, wrote, "Think about it a
minute. How do you ordinarily receive
a compliment? Someone says to you:
'That's a lovely dress you're wearing.'
How do you answer? Do you say: 'Oh,
it's just something I made in a hurry'?
If that is your kind of reply, you
actually don't allow yourself to 'take'
that person's compliment. And you
don't allow the giver the pleasure of
giving. Or, have you learned to
sincerely say 'thank you' or something
like it, and really mean it?
Love Is Kind
"Love is . . . kind," says the Scripture. "Be ye kind one to another,
tenderhearted, forgiving one another,
even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you. . . . And walk in love . . . as
dear children." The advice is: "Live in
love." How? By being kind, tender,
and forgiving to others. And nowhere
does this have greater claim or
meaning than in the home.
Kindness is love in little things. And
the small things of life make life gray
or glorious because life is largely made
up of little things.
As family members it is all too easy
to develop an unkind disposition. We
don't mean to but often the ones we
love most bear the brunt of our discourtesy and irritability.

One mother had developed the habit
of being cross and complaining. Away
from her family she was all sweetness
and light. One night after she was
especially irritable, she heard her
small child pray, "Dear God, make
Mommy love me like she does the
people we visit."
At first she thought the prayer was
funny. She told it to her husband. He
looked at her with a serious expression. Then he said, "You do not treat
us with the courtesy you show to
business people and our friends." It
was a turning point for this mother.
An old Scottish proverb says,
"Remember, if you are not very kind,
you are not very spiritual."
If the small c o n s i d e r a t i o n s ,
courtesies, and kindnesses were essential in winning love in courtship these
are just as essential in maintaining
love in marriage. The ardor and attention and thoughtfulness of courtship
dare not be allowed to turn to a lookout-for-yourself attitude in marriage.
Sometimes one feels he can almost
determine how many years certain
couples have been married by the span
between the trudging wife and her
hurried husband.
We may have spotless and efficient
households but without love and the
warmth of affection our homes are
like damp, dark, and cold castles of
stone which produce only a deep desire
to get away from it all.
Kindness, love in little things, on the
other hand, adds warmth on the
coldest night and gives us the desire to
draw a little closer. While we wait for
something big to happen, in which we
might show our character, the truth is
that Christian character comes forth
the clearest in how faithful and loving
we are in little things. And every
happy home is made such by little acts
and words of kindness.
Remember, courtesy and kindness
are no more out-of-date than eating
and sleeping. And these are just as
necessary for the life of love as food
and rest are for life itself.
Recently a friend of mine and a
bride of nearly a year wrote: "I never
before realized the importance of
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kindness, compliments, smiles, forgiving spirits, and voluntary helpfulness. It all ties together to make a
good husband-and-wife relationship."
Frederick William Faber wrote:
"Kind words are the music of the
world. They have the power which
seems to be beyond natural causes, as
if they were some angels' song which
had lost its way and came to earth. It
seems as if they could almost do what
in reality God alone can do — soften
the hard and angry hearts of men. No
one was ever corrected by a sarcasm
— crushed, perhaps, if the sarcasm
was clever enough, but drawn to God,
never."
So the small words, "Please," "I'm
sorry," "Excuse me," and "Let me
help you," are love's words used in the
ministry of kindness which may be
achieved by all. And while great
brilliance and intellect are to be admired, they cannot dry one tear or
mend a broken spirit. Only kindness
can accomplish this.
Love Can Laugh
Love has a sense of humor. We
can't really be free to love if we take
ourselves too seriously. We will be
hurt at every turn. Love develops the
funny bone rather than the tear ducts.
A recent writer tells of a husband
who put a coin in a machine which
turned out a ticket telling his fortune
and weight. He read statements like,
"You are a fine person whom all the
opposite sex admire and follow after."
His wife, who had a keen sense of
humor, glanced over his shoulder, read
the statement with a smile, and said,
"I notice, dear, that they have your
weight wrong also."
Remember, true love allows one to
laugh as long as it does not belittle a
lover and as long as it laughs with
another and not at another.
Finally, in the words of Hazen G.
Werner: "Family love and understanding are made complete when God
is there; the lives of all members of the
family depend on the ultimate good,
life with God."
This brings us to the key of the
Christian home. We who claim to be
children of God can expect that God
will impart that special divine love to
us His children. A selfish heart cannot
love unselfishly. But He promises a
new heart. We now offer ourselves as
channels for His love to flow through
to our family and to others. Whenever
this happens, our homes will experience a holy and heavenly affection.
An abridgement of a chapter from Now Is the
Time to Love. Copyright Herald Press; used by
permission.
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Haste, Waste,
and the Food Crisis
Doris Longacre
L A S T MONTH I read a letter to the
editor in our morning paper written by
an employee of a local fried chickenhamburger-milkshake restaurant. The
writer protested nightly throwaway of
leftovers, which he said amounted to
"at least five apple pies, six bags of
fries, seven hamburgers, and 60 pieces
of chicken," and that on many nights
that figure doubled. Since this is a
chain restaurant, multiply that
amount by similar establishments
across the country, and by 365 nights a
year.
Managers told this employee it
couldn't be helped. He called it "a
situation that would make any
American cringe."
Does it at least make a Christian
cringe? For the most of the world,
food is in short supply this year. Food
production isn't keeping up with population growth, and fertilizer shortages
and climatic changes are taking a grim
toll.
We are slow to realize how throwaway and waste are increasingly built
into the haste of our eating habits at a
time when much of the world is
hungry. We dash from our cars into a
fast-food place, naively thankful for
convenience, and come out minutes
later holding a meal done up totally in
disposable wrappings, never stopping
to understand that along with discarding the containers, the system
assumes throwing away tons of food
that fails to sell in a given time frame.
Do people ever ask, for example, how
some doughnut shops can constantly
keep only four-hour-fresh doughnuts
on their racks?
We have to get beyond cringing,
however. One step would be to pack
more lunches. As a child I looked
down my nose at a thrifty neighbor
family who took along chunky homemade bread sandwiches when they
spent a day in the city. Now we often
follow their example when leaving on
a car trip.
Reducing waste of both food and
packaging by the way our families buy
is part of a responsible Christian
direction in light of food shortages. An
honest search will lead us to other
changes.
As Mennonites and Brethren in

Christ we have among us traditional
assets to be affirmed and shared: skill
in gardening and food preservation,
household thrift, talent for cooking
creatively — from scratch and with
what we have on hand.
But we also eat heavily from the
fruits of our wasteful society, and if we
let God's Spirit speak to us about the
world's hungry, these fruits will turn
bitter in our mouths. Some of them
might be frequent eating out, overeating, eating too much meat, trying
to impress with lavish company meals,
throwing away food and its containers,
giving food itself too great a place in
our lives.
"Whether you eat or drink, or
whatever you do, do all to the glory of
God," says I Corinthians 10:31. This
familiar admonition will take on some
new meanings for us when so many are
starving.
We can help each other be more
responsible. A women's group can
affirm that entertaining in their congregation will be done more simply.
Those trying to lose weight need encouragement and prayer support.
Low-meat menus can be compiled and
shared. Traveling groups can pack
lunches.
What works for one family can be
shared with others. Mennonite Central
Committee is compiling a food crisis
cookbook as an outgrowth of the
January 1974 Resolution on World
Food Crisis which asks constituent
households to reduce food consumption and expenditures by 10 percent.
What can your family contribute?
Favorite recipes are needed for low or
nonmeat high protein main dishes,
soups, breads, vegetables, salads, simple desserts and snacks. Easy, inexpensive ideas for entertaining and
household ecology/thrift hints will
also be used.
Brethren in Christ contributions for the
book — recipes, hints, ideas — should
be sent in before March 1, 1975, to
Miriam A. Bowers, Messiah College,
Grantham, Pa. 17027. Save postage by
sending contributions from one area in
one envelope.
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From its beginning, Messiah
College has been deeply interested in and committed to
p r e p a r i n g ministers for the
Brethren in Christ Church. Below
are the testimonies of three
Brethren in Christ students at
Messiah College. All of us in the
B r e t h r e n in C h r i s t C h u r c h
should encourage young men
who appear to have the abilities
to be ministers. We may be the
channel through which God will call a young man to
the ministry.
Martin H. Schrag, Chairman
Department of Religion and Philosophy
Messiah College

Opportunities Given
To those familiar with the tradition of Messiah College, the statement that the school offers excellent
opportunities for the training of
Christian workers comes as no surprise. Messiah has been noted for
its emphasis upon the education of
pastors, teachers, evangelists, and
lay witnesses. However, there is one
facet of the learning experience at
Messiah which is sometimes overlooked. This is the area of practical
learning.
Everyone will agree that it is one thing to read how td do
something, and quite another to actually do it. For this
reason, opportunities to practice what is studied are
essential. In terms of opportunities for such service, the
Messiah student is presented with a wide variety of
options. Located near Harrisburg, there are opportunities
for service in inner-city settings as well as suburban and
rural locales. In addition, organized group outreach efforts
such as Gospel Team, Mobilize For Others, and music
ministry teams provide excellent possibilities for learning
experience and witness.
Gospel Team members teach Sunday school classes at a
crippled children's home, conduct services at county jails
and state hospitals, give programs at local churches, and
assist small congregations who need teachers, song directors, or occasional speakers — everyone has a chance to
contribute in some way.
An increasing number of students, especially athletic
groups, are becoming involved in outreach programs to
local high schoolers through Young Life, Campus Life and
other groups.
In the Christianity and Contemporary Problems class, a
required course, every Messiah student not only learns
about the causes and problems of racism, poverty, war,
and pollution in the classroom, but also gets a chance to
"get his/her hands dirty" in helping alleviate real
situations.
In short, the "Messiah experience," as we call it, is not
just books, lectures, or even dedicated professors. It is a
chance to learn by doing, and in the process, to find out for
yourself that it is more blessed to give . . . That's what the
Christian life is all about.
Dan Heise
Chino congregation
California
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Messiah College the
Foundations Strengthened

" H e is like a man who, in
building his house, dug deep and
laid the foundations on rock. When
the flood came, the river burst upon
that house, but could not shift it,
because it had been soundly built"
(Luke 6:48, NEB).
Messiah College could well be
called a bricklayers' convention. In
this place a study of God and His
Word and a liberal arts education
fit together, helping us students
build soundly for His service.
In such an atmosphere we can become wholly developed
persons, interacting with different people and various ways
of thinking, and all the while preparing for life and life's
purpose.
Education is hopelessly empty without Jesus, for Jesus is
the rock of our foundation. The study of His Word is the
mortar for the various genre of people at Messiah and
elsewhere, and their different warmths of spirituality
provide a great challenge for us to grow together while
following Christ. Without this firm foundation our
ministry will lack the true depth that we are to emulate in
Jesus Christ.
My experience at Messiah College has shaken my
foundations often, but I have grown stronger in the
process. With God's help, I will not fail when even greater
tremors come as I serve God in the days to come.
Barry A. Shue
Locust Grove congregation
Pennsylvania

Convictions Developed
Messiah College is recognized as
a Christian community — active,
alive, and vibrant. The concept of
the Body of Christ functions in the
lives of students who take advantage of it.
While at Messiah I have undergone many changes. I have come to
believe that the atmosphere at the
institution lends itself to fostering
unity with diversity. This has been
demonstrated when non-Brethren
in Christ ministerial students have become "Brethren" in
thought. They come to this position without pressure to do
so.
I believe that Messiah College is able to influence
people's thoughts in regard to theology, ethics, and lifestyle without imposing these upon them. As a result,
students have the opportunity to choose their own avenues
of thought. Ministerial students who graduate from these
halls do so with convictions they have discovered and come
to believe, rather than having been forced into a
theological mold.
In short, Messiah challenges the individual to creativity.
Messiah gives him the opportunity to serve Jesus Christ in
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Pastoral Ministry

the area of his particular gifts, and serves as a real
steppingstone into Christian service.
Dorm life has been a valuable and rewarding aspect of
my education. Rapping with kids on a one-to-one basis
over a cup of tea, sharing with them about everyday runof-the mill issues, or digging into the Word to find answers
and encouragement — all brought benefits which I will
always treasure. In some ways, this experience of "living
and loving" has been more practical and more real than a
course in psychology or interpersonal relationships.
The Lord has used this place to change my life and I am
indeed grateful. I like it here. Messiah is "your kind of
place."
Bill Miller,
Fairview congregation
Ohio
In the articles on page six, three present students
wrote of the challenges and opportunities for ministry
preparation at Messiah College. In these articles,
three active ministers reflect on the contribution
Messiah College made in preparing them to minister
and proclaim the Word.
Martin H. Schrag

Personal Concern
Several things come to mind
when I reflect on how Messiah
College prepared me for the
ministry. I recall that a teacher/
dean of students showed his interest
by calling two of us into his office
and telling us he perceived that we
had gifts for the ministry and hoped
we would give it serious consideration.
It was a meaningful confrontation for me because it served as a
confirmation of a call to the ministry that I was avoiding at
that time. So I am grateful to Isaiah Harley who called
Glenn Ginder and me into his office that day and in his
own way spoke like an earlier churchman, "I remind you
to rekindle the gift of God that is within you . . ." (II
Timothy 1:6).
Another vivid recollection from my days at Messiah
College was the sound, interesting, and challenging
Biblical instruction. Even though I attended two different
seminaries, no professors ever quite opened the Scriptures
like C. N. Hostetter, Jr. or Martin Schrag. These men of
God were not just good interpreters of the Bible. They
made the process of discovery exciting and honest. I recall
numerous "after class" discussions on the process of
explaining the Scriptures. It helped me form a good
foundation for my views on authority and interpretation
which have helped me immeasurably in the ministry of the
Word.
In short, it was the personal concern and God-given
expertise that encouraged and challenged me to be faithful
to my call to serve Christ and the cnurch in a full-time
vocation.
Don Shafer, Bishop
Pacific and Midwest Conferences
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Significant Influence
I view my educational experience
at Messiah College as the one most
significant influence in my pastoral
ministry. As I plan to pursue advanced studies, I am especially
thankful for my basic education at
Messiah College.
There are some areas in which I
feel Messiah College has greatly
affected me. They are:
Historical — To be in an
educational learning experience
where the history of the Brethren in Christ Church is
taught, evaluated, and researched was important to me.
Traditional — The traditional influence of the Brethren
in Christ Church was brought into perspective, and I
learned to evaluate on-going traditions, changing
traditions, and past traditions. At Messiah College I was
made aware that I was a part of all of this.
Brotherhood — This could be designated community. It
was at Messiah College that I shared at a grass roots level
learning situations with brothers and sisters with whom I
later served the total brotherhood.
Excellence — Messiah College offered me the liberal
arts view of life within a Christian context. The religion
major I received is comparable to one that might be
received in a specialized institution such as a Bible college.
Biblical/Theological — My Biblical/Theological
training at Messiah College has been a very supportive
influence to me in the fundamentals of our faith. My
theological base has served me well in formulating a meaningful way of life in both living and proclamation.
J. Ralph Wenger, pastor
Paramount congregation
Maryland

Call Crystallized
When I was asked, "Did Messiah
College have a significant place in
your preparation for the pastoral
ministry?", my immediate reaction
was: "Sure! A big place!" But
Martin Schrag was more persistent, "How did Messiah College
prepare you for the ministry?"
One thing I am sure of is this: the
Lord used Messiah College to
crystallize my call to the pastoral
ministry. My home congregation,
the Carlisle Church, was the seedbed for my call; my own
home was the sunlight; but it was Messiah College that
nourished that calling into a conscious vocation.
Perhaps one chapel session was more important than
any other. It presented the call to be a pastor as a
challenging life work. I had been prepared by God to
consider this call. Now I was ready to answer the
challenge.
A second way in which the Lord used Messiah College
to prepare me for the work of a pastor was in giving me tne
basic tools for pastoral work. Without the equipping I
received there, I would have been a much less effective tool
for the Holy Spirit to use as a pastor. I came to a deeper
understanding of the Bible, of God's plan for the church,
of the pastor's pivotal role in God's plans for the progress

to page eleven
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let ttie (Redeemed Of th
"Dorm
Mother"

What Does It Mean
To Be a Disciple of Jesus?
(The following is the answer to this question given in a Bible exam, written by a
high school student at Choma Secondary School, Zambia.}

In the spring ofl969,1 gave myself
to Jesus. After I became a Christian,
I went to Bible School to learn more
about Jesus and to learn how to read
and write in Navajo, so that I can help
my people to read their own Bible in
Navajo.
I try to go out on visitation three
times a week. I want my people to be
ready, too, for when the Lord comes.
The Lord has really helped me in my
work here at the mission and also in
my spiritual life. I praise the Lord for
what He has done for me.
Bessie Trujillo
Big Girls' "Dorm Mother"
Navajo Mission, New Mexico

About Our Church
Members of the Tokyo congregation
were asked to write brief comments
about their church, not long after moving into the new church from their
previous quarters in a music school.
School teacher: "My prayer is that
this church may reach every person in
this community with the challenge of
the Christian faith."
Engineer: "I was saved through the
ministry of this church, so was my
wife, and now we are praying for the
salvation of our two children."
Housewife: "I was so happy last year
when my daughter was baptized in this
church, and I am so very happy to be
a part of this witness."
Banker: "Even though I am not an
official member of this growing
church, I have worshipped here for the
last eight years and feel a vital part of
our witness and church life."
Youth: "Before we had this building,
the young people of the church never
had a place to fellowship, share, or
store our things. Now we can do many
different activities on Sundays and
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To be a disciple of Jesus partly
means to deny yourself and follow the
Word of God. Things of the earth
should be stopped except following the
Word of God, the Gracious One.
It is very difficult to do this because if someone wants to be a true
Christian, there are many gigantic
problems ahead, things like temptations. You would find that if you tried
to preach about the Word of God at a
certain area, some people will tell you
that you were just wasting your time.
Some may say you are a Christian
outside but not inside, and so on. You
are tempted to stop preaching. You
will also see that wrongdoers will
always be against you because what
you say opposes what they do. But a
true Christian who really is eager to
know more and convert others to be
Christians will not mind about what
other people say, although they would
tease him. He would just pray for them,
for they don't know what they do.

Jesus was tempted by Satan for
40 days; He went without food or
shelter but still, because He believed in
God, didn't obey what Satan told Him
to do, but still followed the words of
His Father, God. At last He was crucified, just to save us from all our sins.
I don't think anybody on earth would
do this nowadays. Very few people
understand, follow and obey the teachings of God but the vast majority have
been forgotten and have been attracted by
this beautiful, ever-developing world.
A disciple is not free from temptation—it keeps on disturbing, pouring
in like water at the [Victoria] Falls. He
preaches and tries to tell people about
the riches in heaven, which is not an
easy thing to do. A disciple follows the
ways of Jesus Christ our Saviour; he
is a person who prays for other people
to adopt and follow His teachings.
He loves everyone who follows Him
to the narrow path which leads to God,
our mighty gracious Father in Heaven.

Tokyo Church board meeting in music school prior to the building of present church building.

always know we will not be pushed out
of the music school after worship on
Sundays."
Newspaper reporter: "Living just one
minute from our church, I sense a personal responsibility to 'represent our
church' to my neighbors who are not
Christians."

Mother: "Even though we Japanese
saved much money and gave sacrificially toward the building of the
church, we still did not have enough
money. But by the cooperation of
Brethren in Christ Church in America
and the Mennonite Churches in Tokyo,
we could do the job. Thank you very
much."
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sparks from the Choma revival. . .
A Plaster Cast and a Soul
Juliet Kofi
It was on Thursday, the 8th of
August, 1974, when I was admitted to
the Choma Hospital. As a human being
I was sad and discouraged that I was
sick.
That very afternoon I was given
books by one of my visitors. These
books tried to comfort me. A Christian friend said that I should try to
talk to some women in the ward—in
fact, to one woman in particular. I did
not dare share happiness with any of
them that day.
Next day I was taken to the operating theatre as X-rays showed that the
bones in my knee were in the wrong
position. On the way I was praying to
God that He should touch me with His
hand and that the treatment should be
in His power. My leg was put into a
plaster cast and it was painful. The
Sister tried to comfort me.
On my return to the ward I started
thinking that though it was Satan's
power that I had a pain, I realized that
it was God's will that I should be in the
hospital. I am telling this story, dear
Christian, because I want to share my
joyThat evening I started praying to
God to give me courage to relate my
story to the lady beside my bed. I first
asked her whether she went to church
and found out that she did not know the
Lord as her personal Saviour. I told
her my testimony; how I received the
Holy Spirit and what kind of life I was
leading before I became a Christian.
Then I told her how happy I was to be
a Christian and that the happiest
person in the world is a Christian.
When she heard this, I am sure she was
on fire because she started asking me
questions and I quoted to her some
verses which I had memorized.
I started praying for her and asked
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her if she could hear the Lord knocking
at the door of her heart. She said,
"Yes." Then I said, "Receive Him, but
the Lord dwells in a heart without sin."
I thanked the Lord because I changed
from sadness to joy after revealing
everything to the woman and I was
strengthened.
One funny thing was this. In the
same ward there was a Watchtower
lady. She started telling people her
stories also. Then I kept on saying what
I believed. There was a very close argument but still more women kept to my
side. (And this was during the late night
hours.) I told all six women my testimony. At first they said that nobody can
say "I am a Christian" but I told them
I was a Christian.
Before I was discharged my woman
asked me to read the Bible to her but
I had none, so I had to tell her some
memorized verses. She kept on saying,
"Yes, if we believe, God will help us
and we will be His children."
There was also another girl who did
not know much about Christ. She said
it was sufficient to go to church, but I
straightened her and we had arguments
until she was convinced.
Lessons Learned: I found out that
there was a lot to harvest but there
are no laborers. I have now experienced
that everywhere we are, God has a purpose for us being there. I am now happy
although I was sad because I have a
cast. God led me to joy since every
time I tell someone my testimony, I become as happy as a new Christian. Pray
for me not to lose hope.
Julie became a "turned on" Christian during the May revival at Choma
Secondary School, Zambia. At the
time of this writing, she had led three
persons to the Lord since June.

Dateline Dayton
Timmy, winsome and responsive, but
whose conduct in church could hardly
be described — on the seat, under the
seat, out of the room, in again, on this
bench, then on another one, talking
barely in an undertone, doubling his fist
at the least effort to restrain him. So
kindness had to do it. A calm session
in a Sunday school room made a difference. "Do you know who I hate
most?" he asked. "The debil." And
putting his head down he said, "I'm
calling him bad names like fatty and
and
." When his brother
prayed that their mother would quit
drinking, I understood the small boy
better.
Timothy was an older boy, about
nine years of age, one of the finest lads
possible. He was in my Sunday school
class and I was eager to get into his
home and meet the wonderful mother
he must have. The neighbor lady sitting
outside their door said that she was
resting, but his mother soon appeared
in the doorway. To my utter
disappointment she was intoxicated.
What if Timothy became a Christian?
What chance did he have with such a
home? It was his prayer, too, that his
mother would quit drinking, and she
did start to come to church. But as so
often happens, the family moved away.
We can but hope we made the best of
our opportunity while it lasted.
—Rozella Herr,
Dayton (Ohio) Mission

Closing the Gap
Answering the jingle of the bells on
our front door, I saw Dorin standing
there smiling. Then I remembered I
had asked this senior high school girl
to come to see us. She had indicated in
a paper before leaving for school holiday that she had a spiritual problem.
Having considered her one of the more
stable Christians at Choma Secondary,
we were concerned.
She sat easily in the soft chair, very
poised and relaxed—not at all like one
troubled in spirit. Then I asked about
her problem. "Oh, it is all fixed up," she
assured me. I was curious as to where
she found spiritual help over holiday at
home in her village. "You see, I went
to see our Overseer Silungwe at
Sikalongo and he helped me. I'm all
right now," she brightly explained. She
had other good words to say of this
quiet, unassuming servant of God at
Sikalongo and my heart rejoiced that
this was so.
to page ten
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Zet ttie Jiedeenied... Sty So"
A Lump of Fire
in the Roof
Nellie Mlotshwa
It was in June 1953 when I sought to
be healed from a bad foot disease. A
lady missionary with whom I prayed
appealed to me about being filled with
the Spirit also. After a definite prayer
for my healing and to be filled, a
miracle took place. I was healed on the
spot and at the same time received a
special spiritual touch from the Lord
which brought great joy into my heart.
In August 1969, a New Life for All
Retreat was held at Ekuphileni Bible
Institute. Rev. L. Keefer brought the
messages each evening on "The Holy
Spirit and the Worker." Never had I
heard such plain and vivid messages on
the Holy Spirit.
The Holy Spirit made it so clear to
me that I had to stand for prayer to be
filled. When the chance was given, I
was one of the first people to be on my
feet.
Two days went by with much private
prayer as I sought to be filled. The
third day I changed my prayer a bit. I
asked the Lord to show me anything
that would hinder this great blessing to
me. In the evening of tne same d a y !
prayed again to be filled, since the
whole day the Lord hadn't shown me
anything. I went to bed.
About 2 o'clock at night, I was still
awake. Seeing that I could hardly
sleep, I went to the dining room to work
on my articles for our women's club.
What a night! My heart wasn't on my
work. I put away my work and prayed.
After much prayer, I was assured the
Lord had received my prayer, but nothing happened. I didn't ask for any sign,
but with that assurance, I went to bed.
I just lay there in deep quietness. My
mind was at peace. Don't ask me what
I was thinking because I can't say.
Perhaps my mind was void of thought
at the moment.
Still awake, with my natural eyes
closed but my spiritual eyes wide open,
some strange thing happened. I saw as
if in a quick act a nice round hole was
opened through the roof towards our
wardrobe. Soon after that a big and
beautiful-looking lump of fire forced
its way through the hole towards my
bed. As it reached me it broke into
small sparks and the sparks dropped on
me. It was done; the Lord of Heaven
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had heard my prayer and filled me with
the Spirit—an unworthy creature such
as I am. Thanks to the blood of the
Holy Lamb of God. With tears of joy
and a wide smile, I prayed again to
thank the Lord. My heart was bubbling
with joy. It was just as clear and
definite as when I received my salvation.
But wait, let me tell you this one
thing. When the fire reached the bed,
my husband who was enjoying sound
sleep woke up suddenly. He said, "It
was as though we were waiting for
something and I woke up because I
didn't want to miss it!"

Loral
I said nothing then until morning,
when I shared the story with him at
breakfast.
Praise the Lord for Romans 6:6.
Let's not be satisfied with salvation
alone. There is much beyond. It can be
yours.
Mrs. Mlotshwa and her husband
Peter both teach at Ekuphileni Bible
Institute, Rhodesia.
CLOSING THE GAP
from page nine

We often sense a large communication gap between many of our country
astors with limited education and our
igh school students. Will there be
spiritual food for them when they return to their villages for school vacation .. these young folk so full of
questions?
Here was proof that the gap is not
insurmountable if both the leader and
the young person wish to communicate the things of God. Somehow, the
Love of God knows no barriers.
—Miriam Stern, Zambia

E

This Was
My Chance
Martin S. Senda
Rhodesia
When the Brethren in Christ Church
transferred its Bible Institute from
Wanezi Mission to Ekuphileni Bible
Institute at Mtshabezi Mission, a desire to attend Bible school came to me.
I had a great spritual fight as to how
I couldjoin the school to learn the
Word of God. Several things came into
my mind. What about my family?
Who will care for them if I leave my
job as a school teacher? Who will pay
my fees to attend the Bible School?
I prayed that God's will be done. My
wife and I had prayed that we would
have a way to be God's servants. We
sat down and made an application to
join the Mobile Bible School, so as to
have a chance to learn God's Word
in addition to the little knowledge we
had acquired at school. We never got
a reply to our application. We still
waited for God's will to be done.
The school/church where I was
needed a preacher. I was then chosen
to be in charge of the serivces. I
preached about the Bible stories I
learnt from school. I then desired to be
a well-equipt preacher. I had a great
desire to study the Word of God, regardless of all the troubles that faced
me.
How God Tested My Faith
My wife had a strange sickness
which the hospital doctors could not
define or cure. A lot of money was
spent in the hospitals and at home
where some fellow people tried to treat
her. I prayed without knowing the
great promises that are in the Bible
about sickness (James 5:14, 15). My
wife was in bed for two years. Because
of prayer, God performed a miracle.
She recovered. Who had done the
miracle? God had done it!
There were downfalls in my life
during the days of my wife's sickness but a desire to study God's
Word was still with me and I loved
my Bible. God moved me away from
the school where I taught and
preached. The school manager
ave me a choice of three schools,
chose Zhukwe, which later turned
out to be one of the centres where
Bible lessons from the Bible Institute are taught.
God Answered My Prayer
This was my chance to study the
Word of God and to take care of my
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Religious News
Russian Christians in
Orthodox Christmas Rites
Russian Orthodox believers celebrated
Christmas January 7 in churches that were
jammed to capacity.
The Orthodox Christmas falls two
weeks after that in the West because the
Russian church still follows the old Julian
calendar.
Dozens of young people attended the
service, rebutting official claims that
church congregations are made up of a
dwindling number of babushkas — the
Russian word for grandmothers or old
women.
Private, Religious Colleges'
Enrollments Up By 3%
Enrollment in private and religiouslyaffiliated colleges and universities increased this fall by 3 percent, compared to
an increase of 1.3 percent a year earlier,
according to a government report.
While the enrollment in publiclysupported higher education institutions
increased by 6.3 percent this fall, as
against 5 percent in 1973, their rate of
increase was lower than that of private and
church-related institutions, the Department of Health, Education and Welfare
indicated.
40% in U.S. Attend Church or
Synagogue — Gallup Poll
Forty percent of the U.S. adult population attended church or synagogue in a
typical week in 1974, the same level
reported in three previous years, the
Gallup Poll reported.
Between 1958 and 1971, churchgoing
slipped nine percentage points, the Gallup
r e s e a r c h e r s indicated. The survey
organization said there was little change in
1974 church attendance patterns among
Protestants and Catholics from those
reported in 1973 when 37 percent of the
Protestants and 55 percent of the Catholics
went to worship in a typical week.
Protestant attendance has remained
constant since 1964, but Catholic attendance fell 16 percentage points between
1964 and 1971.
"Death with Dignity" Bill Due
Before Virginia Assembly
A bill authorizing Virginia's citizens to
instruct their physicians not to use "heroic
or extraordinary" means to prolong their
lives in cases of an incurable or terminal
illness will be submitted to the state
General Assembly later this month.
Passage of the "death with dignity" bill,
sponsored by State Delegate Ira M.
Lechner (D-Arlington-Alexandria), would
make Virignia the first state in the U.S. to
enact such legislation. Similar bills have
failed in 10 other states.
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NBC to Air Jonathan
Edwards TV Portrait
"A Gathering of One," a dramatic
portrait of the controversial 18th century
theologian and metaphysician Jonathan
Edwards, will be presented as a National
Council of Churches program Feb. 16 on
the NBC Television Network.
The play centers on the climactic moment in Edwards' life when, as pastor of
his church in Northhampton, Mass., in
1750, his congregation votes to expel him
from his pulpit. The charge: his requirements of a committed Christian were too
embracing; requiring that each moment of
a Christian's life be a reflection of his commitment, rather than simple attendance at
church services.
Edwards is said by some contemporary
theologians to be the first, authentic genius
to be produced in the Colonies.

Park's Regime "Restrictive in the
Extreme" — Church Leader
The infringement of civil liberties in
South Korea is absolute and the country's
constitution is restrictive in the extreme,
according to a top administrator of the
United Church of Canada.
"The constitution makes it a criminal
offense even to criticize the constitution,"
Rev. George M. Morrison said. The
general secretary of the General Council of
the United Church added: "World public
opinion must be aroused about the situation there, for I think that what talks
mostly to [President Chung Hee] Park and
the Korean government is world public
opinion."
He said a 6,000-man Korean secret
police force is "going around listening to
people and detaining them without charge
for 72 hours, that kind of thing."

Clergy Career Counseling
Seen As Different Now
Ministers who seek career guidance are
asking "a totally different" question now
than they did 10 years ago, according to
the Rev. William F. Kopelke, Jr.
The United Methodist minister and
retired Air Force chaplain is new on the
staff of the Pastoral Institute of Washington as career development directorcounselor.
A decade or so ago, "when the whole
professional clergy was in such an uproar,"
ministers, priests and rabbis were asking
for help in leaving the ministry and finding
new careers, Mr. Kopelke said. Now, he
points out, they want to know how to stay
in the ministry and make better use of time
and talents.
The minister said he counsels most often
the person "who is at a point in his life
where he is conscious of his potentials that
he's not using. He has reached a plateau."

Archbishop on Wedding Celebrations:
"Don't Throw Rice, h's for Eating"
Against a background of famine and
hunger in many parts of the world, Roman
Catholic Archbishop Jaime L. Sin of
Manila has renewed a church appeal for an
end to the practice of showering rice on
newlyweds.
In an address in Manila, the prelate
called on his parish priests to prohibit "this
pagan practice" of throwing rice at newlywed couples and urged efforts to save rice
for the needy.

Adventist Publication Enforces
Male Pronoun for "God"
A Seventh-day Adventist general church
publication has strongly opposed the
suggestion that religious groups stop using
masculine pronouns to refer to God.
"To do this would destroy the impact of
the strong imagery and symbolism of the
Scriptures," said editor Kenneth H. Wood
in the Jan. 30 issue of Review and Herald.
"While we believe that women should
be accorded equal dignity with men (since
all human beings are equal under God),
and we favor equality for women in job
opportunities and pay," Mr. Wood's
editorial said, "we do not favor the suggestion in the Journal of Ecumenical Studies
that we cease using masculine pronouns to
refer to God, and feminine pronouns to
refer to the church."
Mr. Wood said that "Jesus was born
into this world as a man, not a woman.
The Prophet Isaiah declared, 'Unto us a
son is given' (Isa. 9:6). If we are to treat
the Bible and the plan of salvation with
integrity we must use masculine pronouns
to refer to Jesus."
Throughout his earthly ministry Christ
referred to God as His Father, the editorial
said.

M E S S I A H COLLEGE

from page seven

and prosperity of the church; and on
and on. In short, I learned not to lean
on education as the answer, but I was
taught that a sharpened axe can be a
better instrument in the Lord's hands.
A third thing I need to say in
answering the question, "How did
Messiah College prepare you for the
ministry?", is: Messiah helped me
develop those skills which are essential
for the work of a pastor. I have tried
to develop them beyond the point they
were whfcn I left Messiah, but it was
there that I got my start in sermon
preparation and delivery, leading a
congregation, organizing a vacation
Bible school, to name a few.
Messiah College surely had a big
place in preparing me for my vocation
as a pastor. It was there that the
calling of God upon my life took a
definite form; there I received those
basic tools that helped me get started
in the pastoral ministry; ana there that
I began developing skills that have
helped me function in the rewarding
work of serving Christ and His church
as a pastor.
Roy J. Peterman, pastor
Cross Roads congregation
Pennsylvania
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E N T H U S I A S M mounted in the
foyer of the Wainfleet Brethren in
Christ Church as ninety participants
registered for a Christian Education
Seminar. As the hosting congregation, we were overwhelmed by the
response to the all day Saturday
meeting of Christian education
workers. These were busy people
taking a whole day to come together
and share in sessions designed to
sharpen their skills and increase their
commitment in sharing the Good
News with others.
How did such a gathering come
about? Well, it actually was very
simple. Let me tell you how it all
happened because I believe the
method of organization was largely responsible for the success.
Rev. John A. Brubaker, Executive
Director, and Rev. John Ebersole,
Associate Director of Christian
Education, for the Brethren in Christ
Church, both of Nappanee, Indiana,
make available their services as
resource people to any congregation
wishing to have their assistance. Our
congregation decided to utilize their
help in some form of teacher training.
At the time of the invitation we really
were not sure what form this would
take.
It seemed like two excellent
resource people should be shared with
more than just our own congregation.
So we contacted the pastors of six
other Brethren in Christ churches in
our area to see if there would be
interest in sharing in the seminar. We
found a very positive response, and set
a night to meet to make plans. Each
Mary Fretz is the Director of Christian Education of the Wainfleet congregation, Ontario. She
also serves on the General Conference Board of
Christian Education.

church was asked to send one or two
people — the pastor, superintendent
or interested teachers — and each
group was asked to bring needs of
their own congregation. From these
felt needs, we would make up a
program for the day.
Enthusiasm was sensed in that initial meeting. Every church had a long
list of needs for which their teachers
would like specific help. The task then
was to organize their requests into
common areas. We took a large
blackboard and listed the requests
from each church. Soon common
areas of concern began to emerge. We
then categorized these under topics
that went together to make up workshop groups. Nine different workshops resulted. These included most of
the concerns and interests of the
churches.
It was really interesting to see that
each congregation had similar needs
when they were all summarized. They
ranged from coping with a summer
slump in Sunday school, the role of the
superintendent, making Sunday
school vital for youth, electives, setting goals, to building a church
library.
The next task was to find leaders for
each workshop. We wanted to find
people who were enthusiastic, committed, and doing exciting things in
their own churches. The saying that "a
man is without honor in his own
country," is certainly not true because
as each of us shared, we found we had
people in our own churches well able
to lead the workshops we had planned.
Some around the table offered to lead
groups, and others volunteered people
in their churches whom they felt would
be willing to help by leading groups.
Before long we had nine workshops

and leaders. The two resource persons
from the Christian Education office,
along with Bishop Roy Sider, Mrs.
Winnie Swalm from Stayner, and
leaders from our own congregations,
were workshop leaders.
The program for the day was quickly set up. A keynote address, "Making
Sunday School a Vital Life Changing
Process," was assigned to Rev. John
Brubaker to begin the seminar. The
rest of the day was devoted to the nine
workshops. A four dollar fee was set
up to cover travelling expenses and the
noon lunch. Each person at the
meeting was asked to be a contact
person to d i s t r i b u t e p r o g r a m s ,
registration forms and to collect fees.
Most of all they were to go back and
encourage their own members to attend.
Then came the waiting. Would this
program really interest workers
enough to give up a whole Saturday to
attend? We had done our part in
organizing the day. We then prayed
and asked the Lord to care for the rest.
After putting the day entirely in His
hands, we felt confident it would be as
He would have it.
In a couple of weeks from the time
the registration forms went out, forms
began returning. " P e o p l e are
enthused," "We like the topics," "It is
just what our group needs," went the
comments. One very small church sent
fourteen, another larger church thirty,
and so it continued until registrations
for ninety people had arrived. We
could hardly believe such a response.
We arranged for several displays.
Pioneer Girls, crafts ideas, story
books and room decorations, Child
Evangelism materials, general Sunday
school materials, and Christian educa-

A HOME-GROWN SEMINAR
Mary Fretz

Mrs. Winnie Swalm, from Stayner congregation, leading a workshop on "Ministries to Children." Mrs.
Swalm is involved in Day Summer Camping with the
Stayner congregation.
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How blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven,
Whose sin is covered!
How blessed is the man to whom the Lord does not
impute iniquity,
and in whose spirit there is no deceit!
Psalm 32:1, 2

God's
Security Blanket
Knute Larson
T H E R E ARE a number of things you can do with your
sins. Other than hang them on your nose, which isn't in
vogue these days.
You can cover them. Or push them under. Sublimation,
they call it.
Or you can excuse them. Rationalization, they call it.
Most people do one of those two things with their sins.
They cover them by trying not to think about them or
staying busy or turning the music up a little louder.
Covers do work. But the sin, like a cork or a big innertube stuck down in water, pops up somewhere. I guess a
pretty big percentage of physical problems happen that
way. You shove down a lie and it comes up as an ulcer. Or
you try to cover up bitterness and it comes out as
twitchiness.
It doesn't pay to cover. You end up lying to cover a
jealousy to cover an envy to . . .
Rationalization is something else. That's where you tell
yourself and your mother and your God that it was okay
even though it wasn't. You talk yourself into it. "I just
couldn't help it," is a nice way to start that little speech of
excuses.
Or maybe the corny, "The devil made me do it." In
other words.
The amazing thing about rationalizing away sins is that
you actually get to believing it yourself. You excuse
yourself because of your conditions or your environment
or your red hair . . .
People do have a built-in rationalizer. Excuse-maker.
You drop something and your head quickly blames it on
someone else. I remember dropping a Pepsi carton and
wondering why they didn't stack it right at the store. They
had nothing to do with my problem except it was an excuse
and my head always brings one up.
Like here's a sample. Man makes commitment to
missions (to Christ, but he knew Christ wanted him in
missions).
Now he's decided not to go.
Bring on the cover (sublimation) or the excuse
(rationalization).
Sample cover: stay busy with nice things, even church
work. Pretend you never were supposed to help out "over
there." Become engrossed in cash.
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Sample excuse: " N o one else is going!"
"I might get arthritis or lumbago."
"I hate wild ants."
"I made the decision at an emotional state of my life"
(when I was 14-22).
Or here's another:
Janey (not you, Janey, another Janey) has done dirt to
Florence. Janey feels guilty for what she said.
She knows it was sin.
Sample coverup job: Bake a cake for Florence (or smile)
but don't apologize.
OR—say a little silent prayer for Flo.
OR—forget it quick.
Sample excuse: "Florence said something to slice me
first."
"It was exam week."
"She deserves the wrath of God."
All of which leads us to a verse from Psalm 32 that says
it's a happy time when you don't try to cover your sins and
when God covers them.
I just wanted to invite you to let Him put His blanket on
your bad things. It's total forgiveness. He covers it up so
He won't see it again and you won't see it again.
To do that you have to set your sin out on the table. You
have to quit trying to cover it or stove it down yourself.
You have to quit excusing it. When you bring it out and
say here it is and I'm sorry and know it's sin and I know
it's against you . . . He brings out His security blanket.
And I feel warm and clean again.
Reprinted from Accent — published by Christian Education Department
and Foreign Missionary Socicty of the Brethren Church, Winona Lake,
Indiana. Used by permission.

Sunday Schools
on the Grow
During October 1974, 54 or more Brethren in
Christ Sunday Schools became involved in the
Sunday School Growth Program sponsored by the
Board of Christian Education. Using either "Calling
Our Community to Christ" or "Follow Me to
Sunday School" as a theme, each school sought to
stimulate attendance growth.
The reports sent to the Board of Christian Education office show 31 of the schools reporting attendance gains for October, totalling 1,986 over the
corresponding Sundays in 1973 and 1974.
The four schools listed below are to be congratulated for their attendance achievement. They
reported the largest gains for their respective classes.
Class A — Manor, Pa., Atlantic Conference —
152
Class B — Cedar Heights, Pa., Allegheny
Conference — 119
Class C — Saville, Pa., Allegheny Conference —
203
Class D — Carland Zion, Mich., Central
Conference — 88
Special commendation goes to the Saville Sunday
School with gains totalling 203. Saville reported the
largest gain in the brotherhood.
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from page ten

family. I was one of the first who joined
the Extension Bible School. For two
years I have been feeding on God's
Word, which is molding my life. I still
continue to study the Word of God.
Several new messages from God's
Word have been revealed to me. At
times I have been asked to preach and
to teach Sunday school. Christians
need to be well-equipt before testifying.
Because of the lessons I have learnt, it
is now easy for me to approach various
individuals with the Word of God.
Learn the Word of God before witnessing.
By reading the books of I Corinthians, Ephesians, Matthew, Mark,
Luke, John, Hebrews and others, my
life has really been changed. The lessons have taught me what to believe and
what to do. The life of the children of
Israel is to me a thrilling way of showing how God wishes us to go to heaven.
Prayer is my key in solving my problems.
Pray that all people living near the
Bible centres woula come and attend
the lessons in order to conquer the trials
and temptations of the devil. The
Brethren in Christ Church is now right
on its mission (Matthew 28:19, 20).
People are to be saved. Prayers are
nee ded so that the Bible Extension
Schools continue in all communities.
"All have sinned and come short of
the glory of God." We need to help the
sinners to know these verses. Genesis
2:7—God gave life to men. Romans
3:23—Men rejected that life. Romans
6:23—God gave new life through Jesus.
I John 1:9, John 1:12—Allpeople
should accept this life.

Church News
MESSIAH COLLEGE
Dr. Martin Schrag, Chairman of the
Department of Religion and Philosophy at
Messiah College, was one of three teachers
in the Keystone Bible Institute at the
Marion Mennonite Church, Marion,
Pennsylvania, from December 30 to
January 3.
This was one of eight such institutes
being conducted within a 50-mile radius of
Harrisburg. Dr. Schrag will be teaching in
another one in the Lancaster Brethren in
Christ Church on March 3-7, 1975.
Each Keystone Bible Institute has three
teachers who offer a variety of courses in
morning, afternoon, and evening sessions.
These inter-Mennonite planned Bible
studies are open to any "serious student of
divine truth."
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H O M E - G R O W N SEMINAR

from page twelve

tion publications were included in the
displays. Ample time during several
coffee breaks and lunch hour provided
for workers to exchange ideas, share
problems as well as to purchase new
materials for their own churches.
The emphasis of the day was of a
practical nature, emphasizing sharing
and fellowship. Many very positive
comments were expressed. Some said
this was one of the best days they had
shared in and couldn't we do this
again.
As we reflect back on the day, we
are most humbled and thankful for the
guidance of the Lord. Surely the Lord
had guided us in organizing the work-

shops and in selecting people to lead
them so successfully. The other really
important factor in the success of the
day, we feel, was the fact that the
churches involved planned the workshops their congregations needed.
We would like to encourage other
groups of churches who feel a common
need to get together and organize a
seminar to meet their own needs.
Don't wait for some conference, or
special occasion to train workers for
your church. Have a "do it yourself"
program as we did and experience the
enthusiasm we felt at our cooperative
inter-church Christian Education
Seminar.

John Arthur Brubaker leading a seminar period.

Professors and students of Messiah
College studied in various countries of the
world during the three-week January term.
Dr. Howard L. Landis and Dr. Edward
Kuhlman led a group of 26 students in a
cross-cultural tour of Greece. All the
major stops of the Apostle Paul were
visited.
Professor Alden M. Long, one student,
and one former student pursued studies in
Jerusalem. Three Messiah students were
involved in courses of independent study in
Honduras in cooperation with the Mennonite Disaster Service. One student
studied in Ethiopia.
The Messiah basketball team went to
Upland, California, during the semester
break for a busy ten-day schedule of games
and speaking appointments. The group
included ten team members, Coach
Shaker, and Trainer Glenn Ganoe.
On the two Sundays on the West Coast,
team members spoke in area churches in
morning and evening services. They also
met with the Messiah College alumni
chapter early in the new year.
The team had games with Southern
California College, Los Angeles Baptist
College, Fresno Pacific College, L.I.F.E.
College, and with the area alumni.

MISSIONS

John and Lucille Graybill with daughters.

John and Lucille Graybill and family left
Los Angeles for Japan on January 14,
returning to Tokyo after their furlough in
the U.S.

Evangelical Visitor

Musa Moyo, wife of Christopher Moyo
who is a science student at Messiah
College, arrived in New York City
January 11 from Rhodesia.

Births

Boll: Gregory Deanne, born Dec. 31 to
Mr. and Mrs. Ray Boll, Refton congregation, Pa.
Clark: Natasha LeAnn, born Dec. 7 to
Mr. and Mrs. Ed Clark, Paramount congregation, Md.
Hess: Jay LaVerne, born Jan. 7 to Mr.
and Mrs. Abram H. Hess, Pequea congregation, Pa.
Kitner: Kevin Lee, born Nov. 23 to Mr.
and Mrs. Donald Kitner, Fairview congregation, Pa.
Musser: Andy Ray, born Dec. 22 to Mr.
and Mrs. John Musser, II, Antrim congregation, Pa.
Parker: Chad Jeremy, born Dec. 23 to
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Parker, Sherkston
congregation, Ont.
Reist: Deanna Lynn, born to Mr. and
Mrs. Thomas Reist, Fairland congregation, Pa.
Smith: Brenda Carol, born Jan. 8 to Mr.
and Mrs. Clyde Smith, Pequea congregation, Pa.
Sollenberger: Gregory Scott, born Sept.
5 to Mr. and Mrs. Parke Sollenberger,
Refton congregation, Pa.
Teal: Christopher Garrett, born Jan. 8
to Mr. and Mrs. Gary Teal, Springvale
congregation, Ont.
Wallace: Betsy Ann, born Dec. 23 to
Mr. and Mrs. Gene Wallace, Highland
congregation, Ohio.
Ward: Claudia Brook, born to Mr. and
Mrs. Tim Ward, Bethel (Merrill) congregation, Mich.
Wenger: Matthew Joel, born Dec. 23 to
Mr. and Mrs. Marlin Wenger, Five Forks
congregation, Pa.
Wert: Heather Renee, born Sept. 28 to
Mr. and Mrs. Sherle L. Wert, Big Valley
congregation, Pa.
C O R R E C T I O N : The Hockenberry announcement in the January 10 issue should
have read:
Varner: Charity Lea, born Nov. 15 to
Mr. and Mrs. James Varner, Mt. Rock
congregation, Pa.

Weddings

Blauch-Loverich: Jacqueline Dawn
Loverich, daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Charles Unger, and Dennis Eugene, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Mervin Blauch, both of
Palmyra, Dec. 7 in the Palmyra Church
with Rev. J. Robert Lehman officiating.
Charman-Horner: Gail, daughter of
Rev. and Mrs. Robert Horner, Bath,
N.Y.,_ and Roger, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Cecil Charman, Hagersville, Ont., Dec. 21
in the Holy Trinity Anglican Church,
Kitchener, Ont.

February 10, 1975

Fluent-Heisey: Audrey, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Avery Heisey, and Michael
Fluent, Nov. 28.
Gomez-Harnish: Mary Ann, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Ira T. Harnish, New
Providence, Pa., and Gilbert, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Gil Gomez, New Braunfels,
Texas, Jan. 4 in the Refton Chruch with
Rev. Dale Allison officiating.
Haugh-Warfield: Brenda Mae, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Roland Warfield, and
Larry Everett Haugh, Dec. 21 in the
Locust Grove Church of the Brethren.
Heisey-Stoner: Nancy Arlene, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Jess B. Stoner, Harrisburg, Pa., and Richard Lee, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Jacob Heisey, Lebanon, Pa.,
Dec. 28 in the Bellevue Park Church with
Rev. John K. Stoner officiating.
King-Degler: Jeanmarie, daughter of
Mrs. Miriam Degler, Cleona, Pa., and
Levi King, Gap, Pa., Dec. 7 in the Fairland
Church with Rev. John Yeatts officiating.
Lane-Bossert: Kathleen, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Bossert, Fenwick,
Ont., and Gordon, son of Mrs. Florence
Lane, St. Anns, Ont., Oct. 12 in the Boyle
Church with Rev. Andrew McNiven and
Rev. Ronald Lofthouse officiating.
Martin-Hess: Marion L., daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Paul E. Hess, Lebanon, Pa.,
and Lonnie L., son of Mr. and Mrs. G.
Earl Martin, Terre Hill, Pa., Nov. 30 in
the Midway Church of the Brethren with
Rev. John Yeatts officiating.
McCommons-Hershey: Patricia Ann
Hershey, and Dennis William McCommons, Nov. 24 in the Mt. Holly Springs
Church with Rev. Ernest U. Dohner
officiating.
McKinney-Buckwalter: Mrs. Ressie P.
Buckwalter, Newport News, Va., and Rev.
Harold C. McKinney, Camp Freedom, St.
Petersburg, Fla., Dec. 1 in the Pomeroy
Chapel Church with Rev. David P.
Buckwalter, son of the bride, officiating.
Miller-Brindle: W a n d a N a d e n e ,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Robert T.
Brindle, Battle Creek, Mi., and Allen Ray,
son of Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Miller,
Greencastle, Pa., Oct 19, in the Hollowell
Church with Rev. Andrew Slagenweit
officiating.
Russ-Chubb: Carole Sue, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Harold Chubb, and Mike
Russ, Jan. 4, in the Skyline View Church.
Stally-Fahnestock: Fanny Fahnestock
and William Stally, Dec. 28 in the Shenks
Union Church with Rev. Fred Geib
officiating.
Stretton-Brubaker: Jeanie, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Merle Brubaker and Samuel
Stretton, Dec. 14.
Turner-Waggoner: Rita Kaye, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Waggoner, and
Bruce Randel, son of Mr. and Mrs. Elton
Turner, both of Smithville, Tenn., Nov. 23
in the Pomeroy Chapel Church with Rev.
David P. Buckwalter officiating.
Verdier-Fisher: Candy, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Floyd Fisher, Chambersburg,

Pa., and Melvin, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Corvin Verdier, Fayetteville, Pa., Nov. 30
in the Pond Bank Church of God with Rev.
Theodore Gaylor officiating.
Warde-Wartluft: Kristie Fae, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Lester Wartluft, and
Richard, son of Mr. and Mrs. Willard
Warde, Jan. 4 in the Fairland Church with
Rev. John R. Yeatts officiating.
Zook-Courtney: Pattie Ann, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Courtney, and
Lonnie D., son of Mr. and Mrs. LeRoy
Zook, both of Midland, Mich., Dec. 30 in
Our Redeemer Mennonite Church with
brother of the groom, Rev. Jerry Zook,
officiating.

Obituaries

Landis: Mrs. Elizabeth C. Landis,
Llewellyn, Pa., died in the G o o d
Samaritan Hospital. She was the daughter
of Abraham and Fannie Bashore Lauver
who preceded her in death. She is survived
by her husband, Rev. Cyrus Landis; one
daughter, Mrs. Gladys Vengin; three
grandchildren; one great-grandchild; three
sisters; and one brother. The funeral service was held in the Joseph P. Mahal
Funeral Home with Rev. William V.
Fetrow officiating. Interment was in the
Llewellyn Cemetery.
Longanecker: Martin William
Longanecker, age 56, of Upland, Cal.,
died Dec. 23, 1974, in the San Antonio
Community Hospital, Upland. He is survived by his wife, Pauline; one son, Marvin
W.; two daughters: Mrs. Doris Arrison
and Beatrice; and one sister. The funeral
service was held in the Chino Brethren in
Christ Church with Rev. Robert Bushnell
officiating. Interment was in the Crestlawn Memorial Park, Riverside, Cal.
Meyers: Mrs. Rhoda E. Meyers, age 92,
of Chambersburg, Pa., died Dec. 5, 1974,
in the Menno-Haven Nursing Home. She
was the daughter of Jacob H. and Emma
Hollinger. She was preceded in death by
her husband, Lloyd, in 1967. She is survived by five sons: Aaron H., Guy, Noah,
H. Norman, and Nathan L., and one
daughter, Mrs. Mary Gibble. She was a
member of the Antrim Brethren in Christ
Church, where the funeral service was held
with Rev. Andrew Slagenweit and Rev.
Earl Brechbill officiating.
Strong: Mr. Argie E. Strong, age 63, of
Dayton, Ohio, died Dec. 16, 1974. She is
survived by one daughter, Mrs. Hazel
French; three sisters; two grandchildren;
and numerous nieces and nephews.
Wade: Mrs. Barbara S. Wade, age 86,
died Dec. 3, 1974, in Conestoga View,
Lancaster, Pa. She was the daughter of
Samuel and Barbara Sheetz Gibble. She is
survived by her husband, Galen; one son,
Chester; ten grandchildren; 35 greatgrandchildren; three great-great-grandchildren; and three brothers. She was a
member of the Lancaster Brethren in
Christ Church where the funeral service
was held with Rev. Eber B. Dourte
officiating. Interment was in the Silver
Springs Cemetery.
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Upland C L Bookstore Observes 20th

The Christian Light Bookstore, Upland, California, observed its 20th Anniversary at a "Celebration of Artists and
Authors" on November 21, in the Fellowship Hall of the Upland Brethren in Christ
Church.
Bob Hawkins, president of Harvest
H o u s e Publications, was M a s t e r of
Ceremonies. Dr. Lloyd Ogilvie, pastor of
the Hollywood Presbyterian Church, was
the featured speaker. Ken Medema was
the featured artist.
Sharing in the evening's celebration
were Rev. Don Shafer, bishop of the
Midwest and Pacific Conferences; Abner
Haldeman, mayor of the city of Upland;
Rev. Elbert Smith, pastor of the Upland
Brethren in Christ Church and twelve
artists and authors, well-known to buyers
of Christian books and records.
The occasion also marked the 10th anniversary of the service of Stan and Anna
Myrl Long. Stan, who serves as manager
of the Upland store, also manages two
"satellite" stores in Redlands and Ontario.

Abner Haldeman, Mayor of Upland, making
presentation of proclamation designating week of
November 18 as National Bible Week.

The Ontario store, the most recently
opened outlet, has a ministry to the
Spanish-speaking Christian community of
the area.
The three California stores are part of
the Christian Light Bookstores chain of

Atlantic

CONFERENCES
Allegheny

The Colyer congregation designated the
morning offering, Dec. 22, as their Christmas offering at which over $200 was given
to missions. The pastor is Rev. Wesley
Smeal.
On Sunday evening, Dec. 29, the Fairview Avenue congregation held a farewell
service for Steven Newcomer, following a
candlelight communion service. Steve left
for Africa where he will be teaching at the
Matopo Secondary School, Rhodesia.
Rev. Virgil N, Books is the pastor at
Fairview Avenue.
Mr. and Mrs. Wilbur Martin, Mercersburg, Pa., observed their 50th wedding
anniversary on Sunday, Jan. 5, 1975, in the
Lemaster Community Center. The Martins' four children hosted the buffet reception which approximately 270 relatives and
friends attended. Mr. and Mrs. Martin are
members of the Montgomery Brethren in
Christ Church where Mr. Martin serves as
deacon.

The Christ's Crusaders of the Maytown
congregation presented "The Christmas
Story" to the Mastersonville congregation
on Sunday evening, Jan. 5. On Jan. 26, the
Mastersonville Crusaders shared their
special program at the Maytown Church.
The pastors are Rev. Earl E. Herr,
Maytown; and Rev. Jesse B. Dourte, Mastersonville.
The Pequea congregation held a
ParenTeen Crusade on Jan. 5-10 with Rev.
Jere Brubaker as the guest speaker. Rev.
Gerald Wingert is the pastor.

Canadian

The Springvale congregation observed
New Year's Eve with a Hymn Sing, sponsored by the young people. The Master's
Trio from Toronto, along with local talent,
presented special music. Rev. Rudy
Janzen, associate pastor, brought the
message. The pastor is Rev. Paul Nigh.
On Sunday evening, Dec. 21, the Wainfleet congregation held a farewell fellowship for Mr. and Mrs. Ed Sider and Miss
Marie Traver. They left for voluntary service in Africa on January 5. The Siders will
serve as houseparents at the Youngways
Hostel in Bulawayo, Rhodesia; and Miss
Traver will be nursing at the Macha
Mission Hospital in Zambia. The pastors
are Rev. Robert Rolston ana Rev.
Leonard Chester.

Bob Hawkins presenting plaque from West
Coast sales representatives and publishers. Left
to right: Anna Myrl and Stan Long, Hawkins,
and Dr. Lloyd Ogilvie.

nine: Brantford, Ontario; Nappanee, Indiana; Waynesboro, C h a m b e r s b u r g ,
Lebanon, and Elizabethtown, Pa. are the
other six outlets.

The Welland congregation held a
dedication service for their new educational facilities on Sunday afternoon,
Jan. 19.

Central

The Christian Union congregation held a
New Year's Eve service with the film, " N o
Need to Hide" being shown. Refreshments and fellowship followed in the
church social room. The pastor is Rev.
Marlin K. Ressler.

Midwest

On Sunday evening, Dec. 29, Janette
Heise shared her work with the MCC in
Akron, Pa. to the Pleasant Hill congregation. S h e also s h o w e d t h e film,
"Bangladesh Plowman." The pastor at
Pleasant Hill is Les Zook.
The Zion congregation hosted a Christian Education Workship on Jan. 10, 11.
Raye Zacharias, former Director of Christian Education at the Cathedral of
Tomorrow, Akron, Ohio, was the key
speaker. Rev. Paul Z. Hess is the pastor.

Pacific

The Alta Loma congregation held
Homecoming Day on Sunday, Dec. 1.
Former pastor, Rev. Ken Shively, shared
with them. The pastor is Rev. Keith Whitford.

